
 
 2013 CED Funds Recipients 
 
Comité de revitalisation urbaine intégrée de Saint-Pierre (CRUISP) – Lachine, Quebec  
Comité de revitalisation urbaine intégrée de Saint-Pierre (CRUISP) coordinates and facilitates the 
implementation of projects that are likely to promote the urban revitalization of Saint-Pierre. One of 
these projects involves a market that opened in 2010 to address food security in the area. Our grant 
of $20,000 allowed CRUISP to provide disadvantaged individuals with hands-on training at the 
Saint-Pierre market.  
 
Common Thread Cooperative – Vancouver, British Columbia 
Common Thread is a second-tier non-profit co-operative of organizations that have sewing 
programs and enterprises. It provides brokering and production coordination for its members and 
other producers as a way to establish a more reliable stream of work for sewing social enterprises. 
Our three-year grant of $20,000 per year (2012-2014) is supporting the project “Stretching Our 
Fabric: New Products and New Skills”, which seeks to expand the co-op’s product line and train 
producers on creating new products.  
 
Community Opportunity and Innovation Network (COIN) Inc. – Peterborough, Ontario  
COIN is a family of social enterprises that support and train people with barriers to employment. The 
training programs it currently offers are available solely to those subsidized by social services 
programs. COIN wishes to increase access to these programs. Our grant of $14,750 increased the 
number of participants eligible for COIN’s programs (beyond those on government assistance) and 
allowed it to expand its services to businesses in the community.  
 
Community Sector Council of Newfoundland and Labrador (CSC) – St. John’s, 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
The Community Sector Council of Newfoundland and Labrador (CSC) works to strengthen the 
voluntary sector and improve the ability of citizens to participate in civil society. Our grant of $19,492 
supported a new Community Skills Cluster project, which provided opportunities for participants to 
access support for enterprise development and joint entrepreneurial initiatives. 
 
Core Neighborhood Youth Co-operative– Saskatoon, Saskatchewan  
CNYC is a service co-operative that was established in 1996 to help youth, predominantly aboriginal 
youth, build skills and access education outside of the regular school system and workforce. Our 
grant of $15,000 supported the “Growing Our Future” project, which provided  youth, ages 15 to 25 
and living in the inner city of Saskatoon, with an opportunity to learn about horticulture, raised bed 
gardening, aquaponics, composting, canning and preserving.     
 
Eastside Movement for Business & Economic Renewal Society (EMBERS) - Vancouver, 
British Columbia  
EMBERS is a community economic development organization located in Vancouver’s Downtown 
Eastside. Its mission is to create employment and economic opportunities that help disadvantaged 
people to become economically self-reliant. Our grant of $20,000 per year (2013-2015) will support 
the expansion of contracts for temporary workers and improve the financial stability of the EMBERS 
Staffing Solutions program.  
 
EcoEquitable Inc. – Ottawa, Ontario  
EcoEquitable (EE) is a charitable social enterprise that provides the sewing skills and experience 
needed for immigrant women to join the Canadian workforce, while at the same reducing textile 
waste destined for landfills. Its “Sowing for Jobs” program consists of a five-month sewing training 
where participants learn the technical skills required for a job. Our grant of $20,000 supported the 
“Venturing Forth” project, which provides additional support, mentoring, and co-op placements to  
graduates of “Sowing for Jobs”.  



 
Evergreen – Toronto, Ontario 
Evergreen is a national environmental charity whose mission is to inspire and enable action to 
green cities. One of the ways it does this is through the Bike Works program, which encourages 
Torontonians to use bicycles as a mode of sustainable, active transportation. “Building Sustainable 
Communities” was recently added as part of Bike Works programming. It targets young adults and 
empowers them with the practical mechanical skills, leadership training and community supports to 
facilitate their own neighbourhood bike hubs. Our grant of $20,000 allowed Evergreen to run the 
“Building Sustainable Communities” program in four underserved Toronto neighbourhoods. 
 
Family Services of Greater Vancouver (FSGV) – Vancouver, British Columbia 
Family Services of Greater Vancouver (FSGV) is a community-based not-for-profit organization 
providing social services to children, youth, adults, and families across British Columbia's lower 
mainland. In May 2012, FSGV launched Keeners Car Wash, a new car wash social enterprise. Our 
grant of $20,000 supported wages for disadvantaged youth and marketing initiatives to promote 
Keeners Car Wash. 
 
First Work  –  Ontario wide  
Since 1988, First Work: The Ontario Association of Youth Employment Centres has supported a 
network of over 70 service organizations in Ontario to deliver accessible, high quality, outcomes-
based employment services. In 2010, First Work developed the Green Skills Network program 
which is dedicated to promoting employment opportunities for at-risk youth in Ontario’s new green 
economy by coordinating and facilitating their training in solar photovoltaic panel installation. Our 
three year grant ($20,000 for 2012; $17,250 for 2013; and $ 16,950 for 2014) is contributing to the 
training and employment programs offered to the youth. 
 
Fred Victor – Toronto, Ontario  
Fred Victor fosters long-lasting and positive change in the lives of homeless and low income people 
living in Toronto. It operates Friends Catering, a social enterprise that assists people who are 
experiencing significant, life-limiting “barriers” to employment such as mental instability and 
addiction, by providing a six-month training and work experience in food services. Our grant of 
$20,000 allowed Friends Catering to increase its sales revenue and to train 12 people. 
 
Les Jardins de la Terre - St-Paul-d’Abbotsford, Quebec  
Les Jardins de la Terre is a social enterprise that works to integrate disadvantaged youth from 
Montérégie back into the workforce. The organization does this by providing opportunities for youth 
to learn about organic agriculture and horticulture. Our three year grant ($16,698 in 2013; $18,810 
in 2014; and $20,000 in 2015) is helping the organization enhance its vocational training in organic 
agriculture and horticulture.  
 
Local Investment Toward Employment – Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Local Investment Toward Employment (LITE) has a mission to promote Community Economic 
Development in Winnipeg by supporting inner city initiatives. One of its programs, the Social 
Purchasing Portal (SPP), consists of a web-based business to business network that connects 
socially mandated enterprises (such as worker cooperatives, social enterprises and businesses with 
a social mandate) to larger purchasers, while fostering local employment for those facing multiple 
barriers to accessing and maintaining jobs in Winnipeg’s Inner City. Our three year grant ($20,000 
per year) is supporting the SPP. 
 
Mission Possible Compassionate Ministries Society – Vancouver, British Columbia 
Mission Possible (MP) works with individuals in Vancouver's Downtown Eastside. Its main purpose 
is to help individuals facing personal challenges gain employment readiness skills and then move 
on to employment or further schooling/training. Our grant of $15,000 allowed Mission Possible to 
expand its Work Readiness Course (WoRC), a 6-month supported employment program.  



  
Momentum Community Economic Development Society – Calgary, Alberta 
Momentum is an award-winning Community Economic Development organization formed in 1991 to 
provide programs to Calgarians living on low-incomes. Given that many new businesses struggle to 
achieve stability, especially in the first year, Momentum utilized our $20,000 grant to strengthen its 
delivery of “post-launch” supports for the entrepreneurs who participate in its Business Development 
programs.  
  
Open Sky Co-operative – Sackville, New Brunswick 
Open Sky Co-operative Ltd. provides residential support, vocational training and personal skills 
support to young adults who face barriers due to social or mental health challenges. It consists of an 
11-acre farm with a 5-bedroom farmhouse, barn, chicken coop, gardens and greenhouses that offer 
many opportunities for programming and residency. Our grant of $20,000 supported the Farming 
and Gardening Program, which will provide vocational and social support to participants. 
 
Reaching our Outdoor Friends (ROOF) – Kitchener, Ontario 
ROOF is committed to providing for the safety and wellbeing of homeless or at-risk youth, aged 12 
to 25, in the Waterloo Region. It provides them with job skills and employment opportunities through 
two social enterprise programs: the Lunchbox, which provides catering, and Street Designs, which 
designs and heat-presses t-shirts. Our grant of $20,000 supported the programs’ administration 
costs. 
 
Regina Work Preparation Centre – Regina, Saskatchewan  
Regina Work Preparation Centre provides employment services and training to communities that 
are under-represented in the workforce. Our grant of $20,000 supported a new training program that 
targets the hospitality sector. This program provided participants with various certificates suitable to 
the industry, as well as group based employment skills, and facilitated connections to employers. 
 
Saint John Community Loan Fund – Saint John, New Brunswick  
SJCLF works to improve social conditions in the Saint John, New Brunswick  region by helping 
individuals create income, build assets, and attain greater self-reliance. Our grant of $20,000 per 
year for three years (2012 to 2014) is helping to cover some of the operational costs. This will in 
turn support new projects and programs, expand the reach of training programs outside of Saint 
John, expand lending to social enterprises, and contribute to the provincial social enterprise sector 
among others.  
 
Scadding Court Community Centre – Toronto, Ontario 
Founded in 1975, Scadding Court Community Centre (SCCC) is a community-based organization 
with programs and services geared toward under-serviced, culturally and racially diverse groups. 
SCCC seeks to offer an intensive one-year program to at-risk youth living at Atkinson Housing Co-
operative. The youth will be hired part-time, either at the centre or with other community partners, 
and they will receive a range of supports. Our grant of $19,307 allowed SCCC to hire one of these 
youth at the centre. 
 
Street Corner Media Foundation – Vancouver, British Columbia 
Street Corner Media Foundation provides economic opportunity to the homeless and low-income 
people living in Vancouver. In the past 4 years, it has operated a social enterprise that publishes a 
bi-weekly magazine (Megaphone), which is sold on street corners by vendors who are low-income 
and homeless. Our grant of $15,000 allowed Street Corner Media Foundation to expand the number 
of vendors, increase the retention rate of vendors, and increase the number of sales by vendors. 
 
Supporting Employment and Economic Development (SEED) Winnipeg Inc – Winnipeg, 
Manitoba 



SEED’s mission is “to reduce poverty and assist in the renewal of primarily inner city communities 
by providing capacity building services that assist low-income individuals, groups, organizations and 
economically distressed neighbourhoods improve their social and economic vitality”. Our three-year 
grant of $20,000 per year (2012-2014) is supporting the Business Development Services program, 
which aims to increase the number of businesses launched or sustained, to continue to contribute to 
job creation and retention, and to market and increase these services to at risk groups in Winnipeg.  
 
Vecova Centre for Disability Services and Research – Calgary, Alberta 
Vecova provides a wide range of services for persons with developmental disabilities including 
community living, education, employment, and community access. It operates 3 social enterprises: 
an airport baggage cart retrieval service, a recreational facility, and a beverage container recycling 
depot. It is now in the process of starting a new social enterprise that will provide flexible, part-time 
employment for persons with disabilities, increase recycling of beverage containers, and generate 
revenues for Vecova's operations. Our grant of $20,000 assisted with the salaries of the positions 
needed for the new enterprise. 
 
Working for Change – Toronto, Ontario 
The mandate of Working for Change is to provide employment and training opportunities to people 
who have been marginalized by mental health and addiction issues, poverty, homelessness, 
violence and newcomer/immigration challenges. It operates four social enterprises —The Raging 
Spoon Catering Company, Out of This World Café and Grill, Parkdale Green Thumb Enterprises, 
and Grassroots Research – and recently opened a café at the Centre for Addiction and Mental 
Health located on College Street. Our grant of $20,000 contributed to the salary of a Lead Hand of 
the project as well as to the training.   
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